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| MERORAIDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
_ SUBJECT: THOR and WS-117L Program a 
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* February 14, 1952 


1. Closely. related to Air Force THOK and W$-1171 


programs: are f Ve projects, all of which, i believe, should ; 


be undertaken premp tly by the Air Force, a _ 
wil le’ tot these projects frog 1958 authorized. 


- 2. The projects are as follows: : 


a ee oe ACh ~ An existing pro ect ts test ad-— 
vance ICBM nose Cones 8 based on Using THOR and a VA raSh 


Second stage, This Ccoa@bination wil} 4180 provide 2 two. 

Stage missile Carrying a 300 lb. werhead with a range of 

over 5,000 milog. This nigsils Could be provided for 

iAventory relatively chea dy and at a Cost. of about $20 militon— 
an x i H squadran, to firm Tecomnenda~ 

tien as to Program on the THOR sCBEM is -made @t this tine, 

byt it fg believed operational Missiles could be S@cured at 


d very early date to supplement iCBi Capability, if desired, 
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WGU. 3 with an appropriate payload ty Cetober 1958. 
in addition to. the sdientific data that can be Obtained fron 
Such a flight, the United States could make « aajur intex-— 
national oeycholoeical gain by Heating the hussians tc the 
MeON, J “urge that this Air Force 4peToach be utilized, 
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7 3. | Regarding oe ‘2g. and ¢ Si: the Air: Force tan | 
Undertake. thelr accomplishaent or participate ia such projects 
as way deemed appropriate. I believe the dates used 

above -should be réjarded a6 targets and are re 
ee te — as prcerens. proceed. 7 
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MEMORANDUM FOR VICE CHIEF OF sqarr 
SUBJECT: (Unclassified) Accelerated Air 


Force Space Program 

Le. Per your request, this. is submitted as actions the 

Air Force ig taking and can take to accelerate our Space program within | 
2. We understang that you are specifically interested in the 


present Status and anything else that could be done (within Air Force 
- approval authority) to accelerate the following three proj ects: 


- _ b. Manned Satellite ~ In this general category are included such i 
‘projects as the X-15B, Avco rtii ) | aN : 
Whichever ones we choose involve the letting of contracts with industry, a 

&pproval = & | 


: Cc. Recoverable Photo Capsule - This Program is the firgt oper~ 
ational device of WS-117L. It is. Progressing ag rapidly as possible, 
_ and we anticipate that first flight can be made in October 1958. no 
additional funds in Fy 1958 are needed. | a | 
a 3. There are other projects &ss0ciated with Space flight that the 
Air Force is Presently conductiyg that might be of interest to you. A 
summary of these acitivites follows : | 7 | : | 
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approval has not been obtained ; however, Mr. Horner has Stated that such 
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